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In speaking of books for every reader 
it is nnderstood that these books are for 
such as can read and are qualified to use 
good, useful books to increase their stock 
of inforraation. In this effort, I do not 
expect to be able to notice all the books 
that would be helpfu! ; nor do I claim to 
be able to point out the best books in all 
cases ; but I do claim that the books which 
I shall name ha ve been useful to me and 
that they will be to all others who uiake 
a proper use of them. 

The book which I shall name first, is 
the Holy Bible, contaíning the Old and 
New Testament. The reason for naming 
this book first lies in the simple fact that 
it contaíns in it the facts most important 
for man to know. It telis us of man's 
origin, his nature, his condition, his need, 
his privileges, his destiny, and his relation- 
ship to his Creator, his fellowship and ihe 
whole creatíon. It telis us what is beat 
for us now and through all the future. As 
this is the best of all books for every 
reader, the next best are such books as 
will help us to use and comprehend this 
Book of books. 

One v.ry excel•lent book is a good con- 
cordance ; say, "Young's Analytieal Con- 
cordance to the lli ble." This book is 
gotten up "on an entirely new plan, con- 
taining every word in alphabetical order, 
arranged under íts Hebrew or Greek orig- 
inal, with the literal mcaning of each, and 
its pronunciation, exhibitíng about 311, 
000 references, marking 50,000 various 
readings in the New Testament, with the 
latest Information on li i bucal geography 
and Antiquities, etc, etc, etc, designed 
for the siroplest reader of the Knglish 
Bible." This reads very mtich likc an 
advertí se ment ; but I want it distinctly 
und.erstood that I amnot nowan agcn,t for 
this book nor for any of the other books 
that I shall recommend. I praise this 
book beca use it has been a help and com- 
fort to me, and I feel that it would be so 
to all others who use it properly. A good 
Bible Dictionary is a valuable book to 
ha ve in every library. This is so well 
known that it needsonly to be mentioned. 
Every reader should have a History of 
the World. Without a pretty general 
knowledge of the history of all nations 
and all ages, the reader is nften not able 
.to understand and apply what he does 
■read. And especially is this the case in 
relation to the prophecies. We raust have 
an aequaintance with history, to under- 
stand when, where and how prophecies 
have been fulfilled ; and also that we may 
inteHigently and correctly expound thosc 
which remain to be fulfilled in the future. 


It is necessary to have a knowledge of the 
history of the wortd, that we may be able 
correctly to understand human nature, 
and the advantages of education. 

I need only mention a good geography 
and atlas. Without these we would often 
be confused and in the dark. In connec 
tion with these I may state the properties 
and advantagè of good copies of the text 
btjoks used in the best of schools. No 
matter how well we may have mastered 
them in our school days, we will often 
find it advantageous to refer to these 
books. No library is complete without 
having in it a Webster's Unabridged Dic- 
tionary ; and a good dístionary of every 
language we read. If I read but one lan- 
guage, I shoultl have a complete diction- 
ary of that language. 

I should have in my library the leading 
books, and if possible, all the books, pub- 
lished by the church of which I ara a 
member. I should not be a member of 
any society which would not be consis- 
tent with Christianity ; but I should have 
books which well definc and tlefend the 
societies to which I belong. These are 
the books which every reader should have; 
and besides these he may have, and it 
would often be pleasant to have a great 
many morè. Without those named and 
recomraended, every reader will some- 
times find himself embarrassed and at a 
loss. 

Vernalis, Cal. Jan. 15. 
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CHAPTER 2. 

Truly had the Lord said by the prophet 
^Isaiah 55 :8.) "My ways are not your 
ways my thoughts not your thotights." 

And a morè convincing proof of this is 
not wanted than that of Jesús on the 
cross, and a howling fanatical mob at his 
fect. (?) What awful things had he done, 
what crime had he committed? Says 
Pilate, "I find no fautt in him." But say 
the Rabis, "// thou let this man go,thou 
art not Cssar's f riend. " So then this is 
the legal statue upon .which conviction is 
based, i, c, the supremacy of Caesar. 
The line is here nicety drawn and well de- 
fined. (?). A f riend of God, an enemy 
to Caesar, and in deed it would seem that 
this continued to be the dividing line be- 
twcen the early Christians and the world, 
for several centúries, if indeed it is not to 
sume extent, even at the present tirae. If 
Greece had her representations of thirty 
thousand gods, and the culiured of Rome 
paid obeisance to them all, Caesar wielded 
the mediatorial scepter and had come to 
represent the very antinomy of the first law 


of God, i, e.j "Thou shalt have.no other 
gods before ine." 

But the crisis In the ministry of our 
Lord upon earth whíle it certainly was a 
dark hour for his disciples and seemed as 
if the very powers of darkness were des- 
tined to rule, -it was not without its sub- 
lime halo of glory. With nails through 
palms and feet suspended between earth 
and heaven, the victor could look down 
upon the çonquered and say, "it is fin- 
ished." "The prince of this world is 
judged." With a malefactor on either side, 
"He sufïered the just for the unjust." 
From the lips of the one came the- rail- 
ings of the depraved, from the penitent 
heart of the other, Jesús heard "Reraem- 
ber me when thou comest into thy king- 
dom." If the sun was setting in the per- 
sonal ministry of our Lord on earth, it 
was rising with a glorious halo of light 
in his kingdotn above. "This day shalt 
thou be with me in paradise" is the first 
ray to illuminate the dark recess of the 
heart of a penitent thief. Verily did he 
come "to save the lost." While much 
has been claimed by some in support of 
the view of salvation by faith thai hath 
not works I will say here that a deeper 
work than here-wrangled in the heart of 
the penitent thief, can scarcely be con- 
ceived of as to whether he had ever re- 
ceived the sacrament of baptism, it is 
easier affirmed, than denied, that he may 
have recïved it at the hand of John. At 
any rate the ministry whtch began with 
the forgiving of sin was to end with a sim- 
ilar sublime manifestation of divíne pow- 
er. It is safe to conclude that all the 
conditíons of heart were in harmony with 
our Lord's Gospel, and if opportunity 
were lacking the outer manifestations were 
only evidence of the fact. 

The faith of the early Christian, its in- 
tensity, its burning and consuming power, 
and wonderful conquests, can hardly be 
conceived and much less understood, un- 
til we deeply consider the plainness-of 
their teaching and what they really taught 
and the wonderful signification they at- 
tached to the com ni and ment of God, and 
the ordinances of the Christ life which be- 
canre unto the apostles a burning light, 
and a touch of earth with heaven. My 
next will be on Pentecostal preaching and 
what was there taught. 

( Tú be continu ni. ) 


The church of Christ makes freqüent 
calls for money. When it ceases to 1Ï0 so 
the fountain of beneficence will be dried 
up, and the flowers of love will no longer 
blossom on earth. 


Patience is the endurance of any evil 
out of love to God. 


